
MEETING AGENDA 

PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

January 09, 2023 - 9:00 a.m. in the County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level) 

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI 

Attend virtually at: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82181077814?pwd=NGZaeStqK0NWbVBHL2JrRUpFTnNkQT09  

Meeting ID: 821 8107 7814 Passcode: 763994 

Join by phone: 1 312 626 6799  

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chairperson 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Members 

3. Discuss/take action on August 30, 2022 minutes Members 

4.  Park report 

a. Update on dredging project 

b. Update on snowmobile grant projects  

c. Update on final park user fee income report  

Schoepp/Campbell 

5. Discuss/take action to approve the updated Park Superintendent position 

description.  

Matthys 

6. Discuss/take action on 2023 snowmobile trail program grant application 

request from the Pierce County Snowmobile Council   

Schoepp 

7. Discuss the possibility of relocating the boat landing at Nugget Lake.  Schoepp 

8. Committee will convene into closed session pursuant to § 19.85(1)(e) Wis. 

Stats. for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 

business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session 

for the purpose:  

a. To consider a request from the Village of Bay City regarding the 

possibility of the county conveying a small piece of property known as 

Sand Island to the village for recreational purposes, and  

b. To consider the possibility of leasing agricultural property near the 

park for purpose of depositing dredge spoils from Nugget Lake. 

Closed session 

9. Committee will return to open session and take action on closed session item, 

if required.  

Open session  

10. Discuss/take action to consider a request from the Village of Bay City 

regarding the possibility of the county conveying a small piece of property 

known as Sand Island to the village for recreational purposes 

Members 

11. Next meeting date Members 

12. Adjourn  
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                       (12/30/22) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82181077814?pwd=NGZaeStqK0NWbVBHL2JrRUpFTnNkQT09


 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  
August 30, 2022 – 9:00 am  

County Board Room 
Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 

  
Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gillis, Mel Pittman, Kris 
Sampson   
      
Others Present:  Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell  
 
Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
  
Public Comment  
Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  No public comment was provided.  
 
Minutes  
The May 17, 2022 minutes were presented.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to 
approve the May 17, 2022 minutes. Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
Park Report 
S. Schoepp updated the committee on the dredge project.  The engineering contract has been 
signed and staff has met with the consultant to go over the plan, disposal site and our 
expectations.  Administration had asked him to provide a rough cost estimate.  The consultant 
provided an estimate of 1.9-2.1 million based on similar projects in southeast Wisconsin and 
Northern Illinois. He also stated that costs for current projects seem to be running 40% higher 
than pre-pandemic projects.  Hopefully, by the time our project ramps up, the costs have come 
back down some.  The consultant is currently reviewing permit documents from the previous 
dredge project. S. Schoepp stated that he has been in contact with a proposed landowner for 
the deposal site and is in the process of working on that arrangement.  He suggested that a  
2- year lease for the property would be needed to allow for settling.  
    
S. Schoepp provided an update to the committee on various snowmobile projects.  He stated 
that the maintenance grant of $71,370 had expenditures of $71,362 and has been submitted 
for reimbursement. The Bay City re-route, with the Esdaile bridge removal, project is done and 
went over well; that too has been submitted for reimbursement.  The GasLite bridge deck 
replacement project will be completed by club members this fall; as will the Co Road W bridge 
deck replacement project. 
   
T. Campbell updated the committee on the shooting range project stating that LCD Director 
Rod Webb had applied for and obtained an improvement grant for the range.  He planned on 
putting in handicap accessible access paths and concrete shooting platforms in each lane. Land 
conservation developed plans and is in the process of trying to get quotes for completing the 
work but T. Campbell stated he had not heard if any quotes were received.  M. Pittman stated 



 

 

that he had spoken with Rod Webb recently and he was not able to find a contractor yet that 
had time to take on the job yet.  
  
Discuss/take action on 2023 Pierce County Park Fee Proposal 
S. Schoepp presented the committee with the proposed 2023 fee schedule.  The proposal 
provided a comparison with other government operated campgrounds in the area.  The 
proposed fees would increase camping from $25 to $30 a night; which is the same as St. Croix 
County.  The increase in camping fee rates would increase the seasonal campsite fee to $1,700 
in proportion. K. Sampson asked about the seasonal rate and if the seasonal rate was 
comparable to other parks as it seemed low.  S. Schoepp explained that the seasonal campers 
have from April 1st to October 31st to occupy their site.  They typically only stay on weekends 
and don’t come until mid-late April and leave mid-October.  The rate has been based on 56 
nights of camping in previous years and comparing is difficult since most other places that 
provide seasonal camping also have sewer and water on the site and other amenities that we 
do not have.  S. Schoepp also highlighted that camping cabin rentals are proposed to increase 
from $70 to $75 a night. The increase is based on the increase cost of electricity and sewer 
services.  S. Schoepp added that the fees are charged at Nugget Lake County Park and Trenton 
Island Boat Landing.  Fees are not charged at the Trimbelle Recreation Area, Martell County 
Forest and the Lee Kay Forest.  M. Pittman asked about the park being on commercial or 
residential rate for electricity.  S. Schoepp stated he thought it was commercial but it is also 
incorporates an off peak period which helps.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to 
approve the 2023 Pierce County Park Fees as presented.  Motion passed with all in favor.     
 
Discuss/take action on 2023 Parks Department Budget proposal 
S. Schoepp presented the 2023 Parks Department budget proposal. S. Schoepp stated that the 
increase in the personnel portion of the budget was due to an increase in the salary for the 
temporary workers. The operation and maintenance portion of the budget increased by $5,000, 
which is due to the increasing cost of electricity, heat, gasoline and septic service.  This 
increase, and the difference in snowmobile force account revenues, is offset by projected 
increase in revenue based on the proposed increased fees.  The capital expenditure request 
remains the same as 2022.  The 2023 request includes $15,000 to be coupled with possible 
carry over funds from 2022 for a replacement pickup truck and $15,000 for an online 
reservation system.  The request also includes $5,000 for continued efforts to upgrade the 
campground electric and plumbing systems. K. Sampson inquired how many vendors had been 
contacted for the online reservation system as the proposed costs appeared to be somewhat 
low.  T. Campbell stated that he had only contacted one that had been recommended by the IT 
department through numerous contacts at other counties.  That company currently host 
several counties nearby including St. Croix, Eau Claire, Chippewa and Jackson.  There was 
another company that Douglas County uses with lower start-up cost, but variable annual 
support cost based on reservations made which would higher and hard to budget for. S. 
Schoepp continued with the budget proposal stating that $15,000 of Park Development Funds 
were proposed to develop the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest. Staff was not able to explore 
this project in 2022 due to staff shortages. 
 



 

 

T. Campbell explained that the shooting range budget was similar to last year with an increase 
of $769 due to an increase in temporary salary rates.  The operation and maintenance portion 
remaining the same.  
 
 S. Schoepp explained that the snowmobile portion of the budget was basically a wash as 
revenues equal expenditures. One project for this year included re-decking a bridge in Spring 
Valley.  
 
K. Sampson inquired about the canteen portion of the budget.  S. Schoepp explained that is 
funding for the ice, pop, bait and fire starters that are sold at the park office and revenues from 
those and the showers. Motion by K. Sampson, second by M. Pittman to approve the 2023 
Parks Department Budget as presented and to pass it on to Finance and Personnel. Motion 
carried with all in favor. 
 
 
Discuss/take action on request to carry over $25,000 from the 2022 Parks Department budget 
for a replacement pickup purchase in 2023  
T. Campbell explained that the 2022 budget included $25,000 to replace a 2003 pickup with a 
failed engine.  When attempts were made to purchase the truck, it was learned that GM and 
Ford had pulled their fleet sales pickups that offered government discounts due to production 
shortages.  The 2022 Ram trucks were still available, but prices had increase well beyond 
budgeted amounts. Later in July it was learned that GM opened their 2023 pickups fleet sales, 
but it was closed the same day, which was missed.  Ford opened up their 2023 pickups but 
prices had dramatically increased well beyond the budgeted amount. T. Campbell stated that 
he had been in contact with various dealers and it appears that Ford, Ram and possibly GM will 
offer fleet pickups in 2023, but of course at higher prices.  He proposes the $25,000 from the 
2022 budget be carried over and added with the additional proposed budgeted amount so that 
a replacement pickup can be purchased in 2023.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to 
recommend to the Finance and Personnel Committee that $25,000 of unused capital 
equipment funding approved in the 2022 Parks Department budget be carried over to 2023 to 
be used towards the purchase of a replacement pickup. Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
Next meeting date  
S. Schoepp informed the committee that no meeting has been set at this time but one may be 
needed to act on a possible FEMA buy-out property transfer request.   A date will be 
determined at a later time. 
 
Motion by K. Sampson second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 
  
Submitted by: Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 
 



MEETING AGENDA 

PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

August 30, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. in the County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level) 

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI 

Attend virtually at: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83336092901?pwd=ZVNyMzFrdEQvY09TazQ4L3YydWZzQT09 

Join By phone: 1 312 626 6799 

Meeting ID: 833 3609 2901 Passcode: 306907 

 

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chairperson 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Members 

3. Discuss/take action on May 17, 2022 minutes Members 

4.  Park report 

a. Update on dredging project 

b. Update on snowmobile grant projects  

c. Update on shooting range project 

Schoepp/Campbell 

5. Discuss/take action on 2023 Pierce County Park Fee Proposal  Schoepp 

6. Discuss/take action on 2023 Parks Department Budget Proposal  

(Parks, Pierce Co. Shooting Range, Pierce Co. Snowmobile Trails Program)  

Schoepp 

7. Discuss/take action on request to carry over $25,000 from the 2022 Parks 

Department budget for a replacement pickup purchase in 2023.  

Campbell 

8. Next meeting date Members 

9. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                       (08/19/22) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83336092901?pwd=ZVNyMzFrdEQvY09TazQ4L3YydWZzQT09


 

 

 
Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee 

May 17, 2022 – 9:15 a.m.  
County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Rodney Gilles, Mel Pittman (by phone) and Kris 

Sampson  

 
Others Present: Jason Matthys, Nicole Steger (by phone), Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell 
 
Acting chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:16 a.m. 
  
Election of Officers  
Acting Chairman S. Bjork called for nominations for temporary chairman.  R. Gilles nominated J. 
Matthys for temporary chairman, seconded by K. Sampson. Motion by K. Sampson, seconded 
by M. Pittman to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for J. Matthys. Motion carried 
with all in favor. 
 
Temporary Chairman J. Matthys called for nominations for chairman. R. Gilles nominated S. 
Bjork for chairman. J. Matthys called for additional nominations and none 
were provided. Motion by K. Sampson, second by R. Gilles to close nominations and cast a 
unanimous ballot for S. Bjork for chairman. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Chairman S. Bjork called for nominations for vice-chairman. R. Gilles nominated M. Pittman for 
vice-chairman. S. Bjork called for additional nominations and none were provided. Motion by R. 
Gilles second by K. Sampson to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for M. Pittman 
for vice-chairman. Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Public Comment  
Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  Discussion took place on the pending contract 
with Geosyntec for the dredge project consulting and the surface water grants.   
 
Minutes  
The March 03, 2022 minutes were presented.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to 
approve the March 03, 2022 minutes as presented. Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
Discuss and provide a citizen member recommendation to the County Board Chairman 
S. Schoepp stated that Kevin Coulson has been the Parks Committee citizen member for the 
past two terms.  Mr. Coulson lives by and uses Nugget Lake County Park on a regular basis.  
Kevin has indicated that he is interested in continuing as the citizen member. K. Sampson asked 
about parks other than Nugget Lake County Park being represented by a citizen member.  S. 
Schoepp explained that the Parks Department is responsible for three-day use parks, a boat 



 

 

landing and a shooting range in addition to Nugget Lake County Park. He stated there is also a   
new addition near Ellsworth.  He felt that Mr. Coulson was a good representative of all of these.  
Motion by M. Pittman, Second by K. Sampson to approve Kevin Coulson as the citizen member 
and pass the recommendation on to the County Board Chairperson. Motion carried with all 
those in favor. 
 
Discuss/take action on bids obtained for the Mines Creek Bridge Rehabilitation Grant Project 
S. Schoepp explained that three bids were obtained for the project: Anderson Bridges $45,000, 
Ebys Portable Welding $45,000 and Northwoods Bridge Inc $43,300. S. Schoepp pointed out 
that the bid provided by Northwoods Bridge did not fulfill the bid request and did not complete 
the submittal form as required in the bid documents where references, past bridge projects and 
a price breakdown would have been provided.  In addition, they also required a 60% down 
payment which was not consistent with the bid specifications and that S. Schoepp had not 
experience this requirement in the past.  S. Schoepp explained that the other two bids do 
appear to meet the bid request, but the amounts are the same.  He stated that he had 
contacted Ebys Portable Welding and learned that to date has completed one steel truss bridge 
and has one in the works.  He stated that he had not completed a permit application in the past 
which is required for the project.  Anderson Bridges has provided the county with 4 steal truss 
bridges to date and has made several more for others.  S. Schoepp explained that the location 
that he bridge would be going will require some special care so that no damage is done to the 
trail leading up to the bridge.   The requirement of using the existing bridge abutments, where 
the load must be shared between two levels, will be an additional challenge for the bridge 
builder and the engineer.  Discussion took place on the price breakdown and the differences in 
the amounts listed for design and permitting and the ability of meeting the timeline.   Motion 
by M. Pittman, second by K. Sampson to award the bid to Anderson Bridges as the most 
responsive, responsible and experienced bridge builder and to not consider Northwoods Bridge 
because they did complete the proposal with the necessary information and facts that are 
needed to award this; and to authorize the County Park Superintendent to execute a formal 
contract according to bid specification documents.  Motion passed with all in favor.   
 
Next Meeting Date  
To be determined. 
 
Motion by M. Pittman second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 
  



MEETING AGENDA 

PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

May 17, 2022 - 9:15 a.m. in the County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level) 

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI 

Attend virtually at: 

https://meet.google.com/eah-gvnk-gwh 

Join by phone 

(US) +1 631-769-4532 (PIN: 380672836) 

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Acting Chairperson 

2. Election of Temporary Chairperson Acting  

Chairperson 

3. Election of Chairperson Temporary 

Chairperson 

4. Election of Vice-Chairperson Chairperson 

5. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Members 

6. Discuss/take action on March 03, 2022 minutes Members 

7. Discuss and provide a citizen member recommendation to the County Board 

Chairman 

Members/Schoepp 

8. Discuss/take action on bids obtained for the Mines Creek Bridge 

Rehabilitation Grant Project 

Schoepp 

9. Next meeting date Members 

10. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                       (05/06/22) 

https://meet.google.com/eah-gvnk-gwh


 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee 

March 03, 2022 – 9:00 a.m.  

County Board Room  

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles, Mel Pittman  

 

Others Present: Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp, and Travis Campbell.  Jim Herbert, Dan Veriotti, and Jed 

Sirk attended virtually.   

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment. No public comment was provided. 

 

Minutes  

The August 12, 2021 minutes were presented.  Motion by R. Gilles, second by M. Pittman to approve the 

August 12, 2021 minutes as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Park Report 

Park Revenue Report: S. Schoepp explained that 2021 was the best year on record, almost breaking 

$200,000 in revenues.  It was a very busy year.  

 

Final budget report for 2021: S. Schoepp explained that park revenues greatly exceeded what was 

budgeted and expenditures were a less than budgeted.  This combination resulted in an expected final 

balance of +$42,706.  The shooting range revenues were $160 less than budgeted, but expenditures were 

also less than budgeted.  This too, resulted in an expected final balance of +$1,104. 

  

Update on snowmobile trail grant program:  S. Schoepp explained that it’s been a busy year for grants. 

The Big River bridge project was completed. This involved replacing a bridge that was washed out from a 

5” rain event.  Also, 11 additional miles to the funded trail system were approved with the annual 

maintenance grant.   

 

Esdaile snowmobile /highway bridge removal project report:  S. Schoepp explained that many years ago 

an old highway bridge in Esdaile was given to the snowmobile program to use for their trail system. The 

bridge is no longer needed and due the condition of the bridge, it has been determined it should be 

removed.  DNR provided funds were redirected from a trail re-route grant that was not completed, due to 

the inability to obtain a bridge permit, so the original grant will be used to pay for the removal.  It was 

determined that there may be lead paint in the structure so quotes were requested for testing and Ayres 

Associates was hired to test for lead and asbestos and to provide direction if levels are too high for a 

normal demolition.  M. Pittman asked if the bridge was going to be replaced and S. Schoepp stated that it 

was not as the trail has been re-routed and a bridge at this location is no longer needed at this time.  

 

Discuss/take action on RFP submittals for engineering services to conduct a dredge project on 

Nugget Lake  

S. Schoepp provided the committee with a list of the engineering services proposals that were received. 

Four firms had submitted proposals: Barr Engineering $125,000 - $160,000, Cedar Corporation $178,525, 

Geosyntec Consultants $119,426, GZA GeoEnvironmental $34,900.  S. Schoepp recommended 

Geosyntec as the lowest responsive and responsible proposal.  S. Bjork asked if the lowest bid missed 



 

 

something. S. Schoepp explained that it appeared that the lowest bid would bill more for work done above 

and beyond what was stated in their proposal. Permitting is crucial for a project like this and their price 

did not reflect this as well as the other firms did.  S. Schoepp continued that the previous dredge project 

cost for engineering was $59,000 and the new project is expected to be twice as big. Motion by M. 

Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to accept and award the proposal from GeoSyntec for engineering services 

to plan and coordinate a dredge project for Nugget Lake subject to the appropriation of funding by the 

Finance and Personnel Committee.  Motion passed with all in favor.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2021 Parks Department Annual Report 

S. Schoepp presented the 2021 Parks Department annual report.  Highlights from the report S. Schoepp 

discussed were the increase in revenues stating that revenues have been steadily increasing over the years.  

Next year a fee increase will be proposed which will increase revenues as well.  He also reported that the 

2021 Trenton Island Boat Landing revenues were approximately $21,675. S. Schoepp also explained that 

the Parks Department had acquired a new property, the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest.  A timber sale 

had been performed on the property which earned nearly $7,000 in revenues for the county.  After the sale 

of the timber, the management of the forest was transferred to the Parks Department and the attached 

cemetery to the Buildings and Grounds Department.  Since it was founded, the Ag Extension Department 

was in charge of the forest, but this is no longer a good fit due to their current structure.  S. Schoepp 

explained that he plans on moving forward with getting a hiking trail in place on the property.  M. Pittman 

asked if the previous maple syrup contract for the property was over and S. Schoepp stated that it was and 

that all of the lines and equipment had been removed.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to 

approve the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report as presented. Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2022/2023 snowmobile program grant request from the Pierce County 

Snowmobile Council 

S. Schoepp explained that the Pierce County Snowmobile Council was seeking the annual maintenance 

grant and a small bridge rehabilitation grant.  He stated that the maintenance request is pretty much 

automatic and the rehab grant request will be reviewed by the Snowmobile Recreation Council.  Motion 

by J. Ashbach, second by K. Coulson to approve the 2022/2023 snowmobile grant requests from Pierce 

County Snowmobile Council as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

 

Discuss/take action on proposal to purchase new pickup utilizing fleet purchasing program and 

declare the 2003 pickup as surplus property and authorize the selling of 

T. Campbell stated that the 2022 budget included funds for the purchase of a new pickup truck to replace 

the current 2003 one that has a bad engine.  He stated there is fleet pricing that local government agencies 

can utilize, but he has found that Ford and GM have pulled their 2022 fleet vehicles and only a Ram 1500 

pickup could be purchased for the 2022 model year.  However, the price for the Rams were over budget at 

over $32,000.  He stated there would be a small window of time that 2023 Ford and GM trucks would be 

available for government pricing, but they would also be above the $25,000 which is budgeted.  T.  

Campbell explained that if parks were to forgo the budgeted wood splitter it would free up the total capital 

equipment budget of $30,000.  This might be enough to purchase a Ford or GM when the 2023 prices 

come out, however fast action will be required to obtain one.  T. Campbell also explained that the 2003 

Ford F150 has a major engine problem and is requesting it declared surplus equipment so it can be sold.  

R. Gilles asked if prices would be less than $30,000 since the Ram currently is not. T. Campbell stated 

that the price list for 2022 both Ford and Chevrolet pickups were less than $30,000 and was told by one 

dealer that prices were not expected to increase much.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by M. Pittman to 

approve combining the full budgeted capital equipment amount of $30,000 to purchase a new 4x4 pickup 

and authorize the Parks Committee Chairman to make the final determination of the most responsive and 

responsible quote provided and authorize the final purchase. Motion passed with all in favor.  Motion by 

M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to declare the 2003 Ford pickup as surplus property and authorize the 



 

 

County Park Superintendent to sell it for the most reasonable price obtainable based on the condition of 

the vehicle with the final selling price approved by the Parks Committee Chairman. Motion passed with 

all in favor.  

 

Discuss/take action on bid specifications for replacing the Mines Creek snowmobile trail bridge 

located on the old railroad grade west of Spring Valley 

S. Schoepp presented the committee with a draft bid specification document for a snowmobile bridge for 

Mines Creek.  He explained that there is an old bridge at this location that is in need of replacement. DNR 

grant funding was sought and $56,000 was awarded for the project. M. Pittman asked about the width of 

the bridge and who is liable.  S. Schoepp explained that the DNR has increased the limits on the bridge 

now to 12 feet, he went on to explain that for the liability that bridges are insured by the respective 

snowmobile club where the bridge is located, the council and the county.  Motion by J.  Ashbach, second 

by K. Coulson to approve the Mines Creek snowmobile bridge specifications as presented.  Motion 

carried with all in favor.    

 

Next Meeting Date  

The next meeting date will be set after the spring elections.   
 

Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried at 9:44. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 



MEETING AGENDA 

PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

March 3, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. in the County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level) 

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI 

In-person meeting is limited to Committee Members Only 

Public attendance is only available virtually at Google Meet joining info 

link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84801533718?pwd=VEgvSVI2TlhLSVZ1RUpXd0llTmgzZz09  
 Meeting ID: 848 0153 3718 Passcode: 281378 

Join By Phone: 
1 312 626 6799 

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chair 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Chair 

3. Discuss/take action on August 12, 2021 minutes Members 

4. Park report: 

a) Park revenue report for 2021 

b) Final budget report for 2021 

c) Update on snowmobile trail grant program  

d) Esdaile snowmobile/highway bridge removal project report 

Schoepp 

5. Discuss/take action on RFP submittals for engineering services to conduct a 

dredge project on Nugget Lake  

Schoepp 

6. Discuss/take action on Parks Department 2021 Annual Report Schoepp 

7.  Discuss/take action on 2022/2023 snowmobile program grant requests from 

the Pierce County Snowmobile Council 

Schoepp 

8.  Discuss/take action on proposal to purchase new pickup utilizing fleet 

purchasing program and declare the 2003 pickup as surplus property and 

authorize the selling of 

Campbell 

9. Discuss/take action on bid specifications for replacing the Mines Creek 

snowmobile trail bridge located on the old railroad grade west of Spring 

Valley 

Schoepp 

10.  Next meeting date Members 

11. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                      SS (02/22/22) 

          

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84801533718?pwd=VEgvSVI2TlhLSVZ1RUpXd0llTmgzZz09
tel:+1%20312%20626%206799


 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  

August 12, 2021 – 9:00 am  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gillis and 

Mel Pittman (remote)  

      

Others Present: Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell  

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 

  

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  None were given.  

 

Minutes  

The March 04, 2021 minutes were presented.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to 

approve the March 04, 2021 minutes. Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp stated that it has been a busy year; everything is up in usage.  To date park revenues 

are up about $35,000 over last year, which was a record breaking year.  Approximately $5,000 of 

that is from boat rentals which did not take place last year due to Covid.  M. Pittman inquired 

about the usage at the Trenton Island Boat Landing.  S. Schoepp explained that reported revenue 

is from both Nugget Lake County Park and the Trenton Island Boat Landing.  He was not able to 

provide the exact numbers from just the boat landing, but that usage is up there as well.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2022 Parks Department Budget proposal 

S. Schoepp presented the 2022 Parks Department budget proposal. Personnel cost are up 1% and 

the operations end of the budget is up $13,700, which is offset by an increase in predicted 

revenues; thus, not increasing the tax levy on the operations end of the budget.  The capital 

equipment request included replacing a 2003 pickup, that has a hole in a piston, and updating a 

30-year-old wood splitter.  The capital improvement request includes funds to continue upgrades 

to the water and electrical systems at the park. The shooting range operation portion of the 

budget remains the same, with a $73 increase in the personal portion for the cost of living wage 

increase. S. Schoepp explained that the snowmobile budget is grant funded and is balanced 

between grant money received verses expenses. J. Ashbach inquired about the alternative boat 

landing location that is proposed as a future capital improvement project. S. Schoepp explained 

that it was located half way down the lake accessed by an existing lane (chain) that we own.  M. 

Pittman asked about remaining park development fund money and asked S. Schoepp to update 

new committee members how the funds could be used. S. Schoepp explained some of the history 

behind the Park Development fund.  The fund has some restrictions on how it can be used and 

that it could only be used to basically improve or purchase park properties.  Motion by J. 

Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to approve the 2022 Parks Department Budget as presented and to 

pass it on to Finance and Personnel. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 



 

 

Discuss the need and possible funding for a dredge project on Nugget Lake  

S. Schoepp explained that a dredge project is needed again on the lake to maintain it for 

recreational access.  The upper end is filling in and it is getting hard for fishermen to navigate.  If 

and when it’s done, substantial more material would need to be removed than last time if that is 

allowed. Options would need to be explored for what to do with the sediment that is removed 

such as possibly making an island.  Other options for stopping the sediment in the first place 

should be explored.  S. Schoepp stated that he has spoken with Rod Webb in Land Conservation 

and believes most of sediment comes from streambank erosion and there are grants to help with 

the cost of streambank erosion control projects.  S. Schoepp explained that at the end of the last 

dredge project there was left over funds turned back to the county and was hoping to be able to 

get funding to start on the planning and design end of the project to get permits that are needed 

and apply for grants.  M. Pittman asked about the history of the previous dredge project and 

sediment placement. S. Schoepp explained that the previous dredge project took many years to 

complete. Starting out as a typical hydraulic dredge project that no contractors were interested in 

doing and moving to a mechanical dredge project were the lake was drawn down exposing the 

sediment to be removed.  The actual dredging took place during the winter.  K Coulson 

expressed his interest to bring this to the attention of the County Board.  J. Matthys suggested 

that S. Schoepp get a short presentation together and he would get it on the agenda for the 

September meeting.  

 

Next meeting date  

S. Schoepp informed the committee that next meeting would be needed in February unless 

something came up. A date will be determined at a later time. 

 

Motion by R. Gilles, second by K. Coulson to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 

  

Submitted by: Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 



MEETING AGENDA  

 PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

August 12, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. in the County Board Room  

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level)  

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI   

In-person meeting is limited to Committee Members Only  

Public attendance is only available virtually at Google Meet joining info 

link: https://meet.google.com/upm-fdvm-hpy 

Or dial: 3651-518-502 1(US) +  

PIN: 655# 590 580  

 

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chair 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Chair 

3. Discuss/take action on March 04, 2021 minutes Members 

4. Park report: 

a) Park revenue report  

Schoepp 

5. Discuss/take action on Parks Department 2022 budget proposal Schoepp 

6.  Discuss the need and possible funding for a dredge project on Nugget Lake   Schoepp 

7.  Next meeting date Members 

8. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                      SS (08/04/21) 

          

https://meet.google.com/upm-fdvm-hpy


 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  

March 04, 20221 – 8:30 am  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles and 

Mel Pittman  

      

Others Present: Scott Schoepp,  Travis Campbell and Jason Matthys 

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

  

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  J. Matthys reported that the performance 

evaluation for the County Park Superintendent had been completed.   No further public comment 

was provided.  

 

Minutes  

The August 26, 2020 minutes were presented.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to 

approve the August 26, 2020 minutes. Motion carried.   

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp updated the committee on the status of the Plum City snowmobile trail development 

grant request.  He stated that 5.7 miles of additional funded trail was approved along with an 

additional $6,000 of funding for an integrated bank treatment along the Plum Creek.  The 

additional funding will be for construction of a trail wide enough for safe snowmobile passage. 

M. Pittman inquired about the need for another dredging project on Nugget Lake.  S. Schoepp 

stated that is has filled in a considerable amount since the last project and that another larger 

project will be needed in the immediate future. 

   

Discuss/take action on 2021 Parks Department Annual Report 

S. Schoepp presented the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report. The highlights of the report 

were brought to the committee’s attention.  One of those was the increase in park revenue which 

was the highest amount of revenue ever generated.  He stated that the campground was full 

almost every weekend of the summer and fall.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to 

approve the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report.  Motion carried.  

 

Discuss/take action on the bid specifications for the Isabelle Creek Snowmobile Bridge 

Project near Esdaile.  

S. Schoepp informed the committee about the bridge grant project that was recently obtained.  

He stated that the selected location of the bridge site was in a flood hazard zone that will not 

allow for a bridge to be erected.  S. Schoepp indicated that the specifications would remain the 

same even if a new location can be found. S. Bjork had inquired if a previous bridge existed at 

that location and S. Schoepp stated that one had not. Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. 

Ashbach to grant the committee chairman the authority to approve the final bid specifications 

documents if a new bridge site can be located.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 



 

 

  

Discuss/take action on 2021/2022 snowmobile program grant requests as provided by the 

Pierce County Snowmobile Council 

S. Schoepp explained the grant request list as presented.  He stated that one additional grant was 

requested for a bridge rehab project on the Co W bridge. He also stated that these grants take up 

a considerable amount of time to facilitate.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by R. Gilles to 

approve the grant requests as provide by the PCSC.  Motion carried. 

 

Discuss/take action on the 2021-2023 Snowmobile Trail Maintenance Agreement with the 

Pierce County Snowmobile Council  

S. Schoepp informed the committee on the few changes to the agreement.  One was the due dates 

for submitting invoices and the other was that all club worksheets and grooming was to be 

submitted via SNARS; which is a DNR sponsored trail work invoicing system.  M. Pittman 

questions the verbiage under #12 Indemnification/Hold Harmless, page 5 as it relates to 

insurance.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to approve the agreement pending final 

clarification/approval by Corporation Counsel regarding the insurance verbiage stated in the 

agreement.  Motion carried.  Follow-up note: Insurance verbiage in question was correct per 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

Discuss/take action to consider the recommendation from the Ag and Extension Committee 

to change the supervision and management of the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest (Pierce 

County property) from the Ag and Extension Committee to the Parks Committee  

J. Matthys provide a brief history regarding the management and recent activities taking place in 

the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest.  He explained how the past property managers, UW 

Extension, staffing has changed over the years and no longer fits with their programs.  The 

mixing of state employees with county property management responsibilities is not the best 

situation.  The current status of the property is that a recent timber sale is near completion and 

the maple syrup contract has expired, so the timing is correct to make a management change.  It 

was determined that the Parks Department would be the best managers for the forest while the 

Maintenance Department would be the best managers for the cemetery. S. Schoepp indicated that 

there exists some recreational opportunities on that property, but stated he has plenty to take care 

of at this time.  He stated that they will look at some type of possible improvements in 2022 that 

will continue the educational aspect of the property.  The Ag/Extension Committee recently 

approved relinquishing the management responsibilities to the Parks and Maintenance 

Departments.  M. Pittman wondered about the status of the large butternut tree that existed.  S. 

Schoepp informed him that the tree was studied and that a large cookie was cut from it and now 

resides in the DNR forester’s office.  S. Bjork questioned what the primary activities that were 

designated for that property and J. Matthys replied that it was to serve as an educational forest 

for farmers. Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to change the supervision and 

management of the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest (Pierce County property) from the Ag and 

Extension Committee to the Parks Committee.  Motion carried.         

 

Next meeting date  

S. Schoepp informed the committee that next meeting would be in August unless something 

came up. A date will be determined at a later time. 

 

Motion by M. Pittman second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 

Submitted by: Scott Schoepp, County Park Superintendent 



MEETING AGENDA  

 PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

March 4, 2021 - 8:30 a.m. in the County Board Room  

Pierce County Courthouse Annex (lower level)  

124 N. Oak Street, Ellsworth, WI   

In-person meeting is limited to Committee Members Only  

Public attendance is only available virtually at  

http://meet.google.com/yjq-mjff-xzg 

or by phone: 

United States: 9326-664-330 1(US) +                    Access Code: 181 579 114# 

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chair 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Chair 

3. Discuss/take action on August 26, 2020 minutes Members 

4. Park report: 

a) Update on Plum City snowmobile trail development grant funding 

status 

b) Final budget status report 2020 

Schoepp 

5. Discuss/take action on Parks Department 2020 Annual Report  Schoepp 

6.  Discuss /take action on the bid specification documents for the Isabelle Creek 

Snowmobile Bridge Project near Esdaile   

Schoepp 

7.  Discuss/take action on 2021/2022 Snowmobile program grant requests 

provided by the Pierce County Snowmobile Council 

Schoepp 

8. Discuss/take action Pierce County Snowmobile Trail Maintenance Agreement 

2021-2023  

Schoepp 

9. Discuss/take action to consider the recommendation from the Ag and 

Extension Committee to change the supervision and management of the 

Ellsworth Demonstration Forest (Pierce County property) from the Ag and 

Extension Committee to the Parks Committee   

Schoepp/Matthys 

 

10.  Next meeting date Members 

11. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                      SS (02/24/21) 

          

http://meet.google.com/yjq-mjff-xzg


 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee  

August 26, 2020 – 8:30 am  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles and 

Mel Pittman  

      

Others Present: Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell  

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. 

  

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  No public comment was provided.  

 

Minutes  

The April 30, 2020 minutes were presented.  Motion by R. Gilles, second by J. Ashbach to 

approve the April 30, 2020 minutes. Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp updated that committee on the park operation status pertaining to Covid-19.  S. 

Schoepp stated there have not been any problems and park visitors have been good about the 

social distancing and other precautions.  The campground has been operating pretty much like 

normal.  A 48-hour waiting period between cabin rentals is in place and that the playgrounds, 

picnic shelters and amphitheater have remained closed.  The park is also not renting boats, 

canoes and kayaks. Campground usage has been fairly strong all summer with only 3 weekends 

that the campground was not completely full.  Considering the totality of the circumstances, 

everything is going pretty well. 

   

Discuss/take action on Parks Department policy for the use of an EpiPen during an 

emergency 

S. Schoepp explained that due to a recent incident at the park, he has been working with AZ 

Snyder to obtain EpiPens for the park.  In the past, the law did not allow for the park to have an 

EpiPen for emergencies, but he had recently become aware of a law change that now allows for 

the park to have an EpiPen. This law allows properly trained staff to administer the shot. S. 

Schoepp presented a proposed policy addressing the use of the EpiPen. Further adjustments to 

the policy may be needed to fit the requirements of the medical advisor that can write the 

prescription.   Motion by M. Pittman to approve the policy as presented, second by J. Ashbach.  

Motion passed with all in favor.   

 

 

Discuss/take action on 2021 Parks Department Budget proposal 

S. Schoepp presented the 2021 parks department budget proposal. Due to a change in insurance 

coverage, the main park budget was able to be kept at a 0% change in the total budget.  Capital 

equipment requests include replacing the existing UTV and mower, the most used pieces of 

equipment at the park.  The capital improvement request included an upgrade to the water and 



 

 

electrical system at the park. The shooting range operation portion of the budget remains the 

same, with an $84 increase in the personal portion for a wage increase. S. Schoepp explained that 

the snowmobile budget is grant funded and is balanced between grant money received verses 

expenses. Motion by M. Pittman, second by K. Coulson to approve the 2021 Parks Department 

Budget and to forward it on to Finance and Personnel. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

Next meeting date  

S. Schoepp informed the committee that next meeting would be needed in February unless 

something came up. A date will be determined at a later time. 

 

Motion by M. Pittman second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried with all in favor. 

  

Submitted by: Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 



MEETING AGENDA  

 PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday - August 26, 2020 - 8:30 a.m. 

County Board Room  -  Pierce County Courthouse 

414 West Main Street  -  Ellsworth,  WI  

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chair 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Chair 

3. Discuss/take action on April 30, 2020  minutes Members 

4. Park report: 

a) Park operation status pertaining to Covid19 

Schoepp 

5. Discuss/take action on Park Department policy for the use of an EpiPen 

during an emergency  

Schoepp 

6.  Discuss /take action on the Parks Department 2020 budget proposal for:  

parks, snowmobile trails, shooting range and capital improvements plan   

Schoepp 

7.  Next meeting date Members 

8. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                      SS (08/15/20) 

          



 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee 

April 30, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

County Board Room 

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Jim Ashbach, Scott Bjork, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles and 

Mel Pittman   

 

Others Present: Jason Matthys and Scott Schoepp  

 

Acting chairman M. Pittman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

  

Election of Officers  

Acting Chairman M. Pittman called for nominations for Temporary Chairman.  K. Coulson 

nominated M. Pittman  for Temporary Chairman, seconded by R. Gilles. Motion carried with all 

in favor. 

 

Temporary Chairman M. Pittman  called for nominations for committee chairman. K. Coulson 

nominated S. Bjork for chairman.  M. Pittman called for additional nominations and none were 

heard. Motion by R. Gilles, second by K. Coulson to close nominations and cast a unanimous 

ballot for S. Bjork for chairman. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

Chairman S. Bjork called for nominations for committee vice-chairman. K. Coulson nominated 

R. Gilles for vice-chairman. S. Bjork called for additional nominations and none were heard. 

Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot 

for R. Gilles for vice-chairman. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment.  R. Gilles inquired about the new pickup that was 

ordered as it relates to the budget constraints that we will be facing due to Covid 19.  S. Schoepp 

explained that he had contacted administration and the dealer regarding the possibility of 

cancelling the order.  Due to the timing and status of the order, it was determined to not cancel 

the order.   

 

Minutes  

The February 25, 2019 minutes were presented.  Motion by R. Gilles, second by M. Pittman to 

approve the February 25, 2019 minutes as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

Discuss/take action on bids obtained for the Big River Storm Damage Bridge  

Scott informed the committee that we had only obtained one bid for the Big River snowmobile 

bridge project.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to accept the bid of $98,000 from 

Anderson Bridges, LLC as the most responsive and responsible bid, and authorize the County 

Park Superintendent to execute a formal contract according to bid specifications documents 

contingent that the grant funding for this project remains at 100%.  Motion carried with all in 

favor.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Update on status of park operations in response to the Covid 19  

Scott and Jason provided information on the various discussions that have taken place regarding 

the status of operations at the various county park properties.  The plan is to open in small 

increments as conditions and information is constantly changing.  The Public Health Department 

is proving recommendations and providing input regarding the decisions being made.  The 

committee had requested that they bet kept in the loop via email as changes were taking place. 

 

 

Next Meeting Date  

To be determined. 

 

Motion by M. Pittman second by K. Coulson to adjourn. Motion carried. 

  



MEETING AGENDA - PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

Thursday  –  April 30, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.. 

County Board Room  -  Pierce County Courthouse 

414 West Main Street  -  Ellsworth,  WI  

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Acting 

Chairperson 

2. Election of Temporary Chairperson Acting  

Chairperson 

3. Election of Chairperson Temporary 

Chairperson 

4. Election of Vice-Chairperson Chairperson 

5. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Members 

6. Discuss/take action on February 25, 2020 minutes Members 

7. Discuss/take action on bids obtained for the Big River Storm Damage Bridge 

Grant  

Schoepp 

8. Update on status of park operations in response to the Covid-19 pandemic Schoepp 

9. Next meeting date Members 

10. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                       (04/24/20) 



 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee 

February 25, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

County Board Room  

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Dean Bergseng, Scott Bjork, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles, and Dan 

Reis   

 

Others Present: Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp and Travis Campbell  

 

Chairman D. Reis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Public Comment  
Chairman D. Reis called for public comment. No public comment was provided. 

 

Minutes  
The August 30, 2019 minutes were presented.  Motion by R. Gilles, second by S. Bjork to approve the 

August 30, 2019 minutes as provided.  Motion passed with all in favor.   

 

Discuss/take action on quotes obtained for a new pickup as approved in the 2020 budget  

S. Schoepp provided the committee with a list of the quotes received.  Seven dealerships were sent a 

specification sheet along with a quote request form.  Four dealerships responded with quotes that ranged 

from $25,470 to $30,350.  S. Schoepp explained that the Dodge Ram 1500 price from Ewald Automotive 

Group was the lowest quote received.  That vehicle comes standard with a drop in bed liner, so $575 

could be saved by not opting to have the spay-in bed liner, thus lowering the price to $24,895.   

Discussion took place regarding using the dealers within Pierce County.  The price differences were too 

substantial and were over the budgeted amount for that consideration.  Motion by D. Bergseng, second by 

S. Bjork to accept the lowest quote provided from Ewald Automotive Group for the Ram 1500 with 

accessories 2, 3, & 4 for $24,895 and authorize the County Park Superintendent to finalize the purchase.  

Motion passed with all in favor.    

 

Discuss/take action on snowmobile grant submission request by the Pierce County Snowmobile 

Council 

S. Schoepp provided a grant project request list from the Pierce County Snowmobile Council.  Each year 

the county applies for the normal snowmobile trail maintenance grant.  This is the basic funding 

allocation for the program and is based on the number of miles of funded trail we provide in the county.  

The council requests that the county apply for additional special project grants as well. The request this 

year includes a bridge rehabilitation project for a bridge on Burkhardt Creek and the other is a new bridge 

in Esdaile which is part of a trail re-route project.  The other two requests are development grants for club 

trails to be converted to funded trails. Motion by S. Bjork, second by D. Bergseng to direct S. Schoepp to 

apply for the grants as presented.  Motion passed with all in favor 

 

Discuss/take action on 2019 Parks Department annual report 

S. Schoepp presented the 2019 Parks Department annual report. Total park revenues were down from 

2018.  S. Schoepp stated that this can be primarily attributed to the extremely late spring and extended 

periods of flooding at the Trenton Island Boat Landing; which was closed for over 12 weeks. The 

snowmobile program had 3 grant projects in 2019.  Motion by R. Gilles, Second by S. Bjork to approve 

the 2019 Parks Department annual report as presented.  Motion passed with all in favor. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Park Report 

S. Schoepp updated the committee on the Big River storm damage grant project.  He was successful in 

obtaining the grant and the DNR is still determining what type of permit will be required for the project.  

He is working on the bid specifications but cannot finalize them until it is known what permits are 

needed.  S. Schoepp also updated the committee on the final 2018-2019 snowmobile trail maintenance 

supplemental claim.  Final expenses totaled $128,000 and the county has been reimbursed by the Pierce 

County Snowmobile Council for the cost overruns that were not reimbursed by the state.   

 

Closed Session - Performance Evaluation 

Chairman D. Reis read the closed session language verbatim. Motion by S. Bjork, second by D. Bergseng 

to convene into closed session at 9:36 a.m. pursuant to §19.85(1)(c) Wisconsin Stats. 

Roll call vote taken with all members voting yes.  

 

Motion carried. Motion by S. Bjork, second R. Gilles to convene back to open session. Roll call vote 

taken with all members voting yes.   Motion by S. Bjork, Second by K. Coulson, to provide the Park 

Superintendent with a favorable performance review and grant a pay scale step increase if eligible. 

Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

Next Meeting Date  

The next meeting date was set for April 30
th

 at 9:00 a.m.   
 

Motion by S. Bjork, second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 



MEETING AGENDA  

 PIERCE COUNTY PARKS COMMITTEE 

Tuesday – February 25, 2020 – 9:00  a.m. 

County Board Room  -  Pierce County Courthouse 

414 West Main Street  -  Ellsworth,  WI  

 

# Action Presenter 

1. Call to order Chair 

2. Public comment: Parks Committee will receive public comments on any issue not 

related to agenda items, discussion by committee members may take place but no 

action will be taken on any item raised 

Chair 

3. Discuss/take action on August 30, 2019 minutes Members 

4. Discuss/take action on quotes obtained for a new pickup as approved in the 

2020 budget 

Schoepp 

5. Discuss/take action to declare 2002 Ford surplus property and authorize it to 

be sold 

Schoepp 

6. Discuss/take action on snowmobile grant submission requests from the Pierce 

County Snowmobile Council 

Schoepp 

7.  Discuss/take action on 2019 Parks Department Annual Report Schoepp 

8. Park report 

a. Update on Big River storm damage bridge grant 

b. Update on final snowmobile trail maintenance supplemental claim for 

2018 -2019 

Schoepp 

9. Parks Committee will convene into closed session pursuant to Section 19.85 

(1)(c) Wis. Stats., for the purpose of considering employment, promotion, 

compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over 

which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility: For 

the purpose of conducting an annual performance evaluation of the  County 

Park Superintendent 

Members 

 

10. Committee will return to open session and take action on closed session item, 

if required 

Members 

11. Next meeting date Members 

12. Adjourn Members 
Questions regarding this agenda may be made to Scott Schoepp at 715-639-5611. 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities requiring special 

accommodations for attendance at the meeting.  For additional information or to make a request, contact the Administrative 

Coordinator at 715-273-6851. 

 

A quorum of County Board supervisors may be present.                      SS (02/14/20) 
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